The first meeting of Commission 4 “Megacities”, presided by Mexico City, took place on 22 May in Moscow alongside the 2009 Board of Directors of the World Association of the Major Metropolises – METROPOLIS www.metropolis.org.

This meeting was held with the participation of Mexico City, Moscow, Paris, Jakarta, Caracas, Mumbai, Manila and Seoul. In addition, a presentation on “Megacities and the economy in global development”, delivered by Mr Federico Mayor Zaragoza, the former Director-General of UNESCO, provided the participants with a unique opportunity to reflect on the role of megacities in the context of globalisation and on their importance for developing a culture based on peace and cooperation, with priority given to the fight against world hunger. 

The main aim of this first meeting was to define the fields of intervention of Commission 4 “Megacities” and its working plan for the next three years. The Commission’s main focus will be the study and analysis of the problems which most affect the large metropolitan regions, such as disaster risk reduction, global warming, respect for the principles of equity and of “living together”, and the rehabilitation and reuse of public spaces.

On this occasion, the participants also had the opportunity to hear a framework speech delivered by Mr Federico Mayor Zaragoza, the former Director-General of UNESCO.

