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Commission 5

Partnership for Urban Innovation

President: Barcelona

Vice-president: Bangalore (pending confirmation)

The basic objectives of the Commission for Urban Innovation, which is presided by Barcelona, are as follows:

1. To help governments and their external partners to improve how they lead, manage and implement innovation in cities.

2. To support the network of cities and its partners to disseminate and replicate cities’ most outstanding innovations around the world.

The commission has called for a meeting of experts to take place in Barcelona on 15-16 June with a view to drawing up the work plan for the next three years. Some 24 representatives from member cities, international bodies and businesses will take part in the meeting, helping to establish the commission’s activities and schedule.

The proposals that will be discussed include: establishing centres for urban innovation on sector-based themes in different cities; instituting awards for innovation; and learning and training activities in urban innovation.

At the commission’s proposal, Metropolis has signed a cooperation agreement with CISCO, signed by the Metropolis President, Jean-Paul Huchon, and CISCO Vice-president Wim Efrink. The agreement (see Annex) includes the following subjects:

1. Participation in the commission, feasibility study for establishing centres for urban innovation focusing on ICTs, and possible cooperation on activities at Expo 2010 in Shanghai.

2. Use of the Cisco Webex digital collaboration platform for the activities of the Metropolis commissions, and use of Cisco’s telepresence videoconferencing rooms for Metropolis’s virtual meetings.

3. Joint development of training activities, benefiting from Cisco’s experience with its Leadership Academy.

4. Participation and cooperation in a survey to develop “Vision 2030” for sustainable cities. 

In Sydney, the commission also submitted a proposal to approve the cooperation agreement with D-City. The objective of this project is to strengthen relations between Metropolis and its members with the global network of researchers engaged in applying spatial information technology to managing and monitoring cities. The project is currently at the drafting and launching stage.

